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        Darnhall Parish Council                   

        

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF DARNHALL PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 
DARNHALL VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 16TH NOVEMBER AT 7:30PM  

 
PRESENT: Cllr L Jinks (Chairman) 

Cllrs M Davenport, R Lee, R Langley, M Sherry, and R Strachan  
Dr M Bailey (Clerk) 
Cllr M Gaskill (Cheshire West and Chester Council) 
Mr P Tudor (Cheshire West and Chester Council) 

 
PART A 
 

1. APOLOGIES 
Cllr Colin Williams submitted his apologies.  

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were noted. 
 

3. MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING – 21ST SEPTEMBER 2021 
The Chairman signed the minutes as a true and accurate record.  

 
4. MATTERS ARISING 

The following matters were considered by Members: - 
 

 Trees – a letter was sent by the Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council to 
Verdin Estates. The answer received did not offer any assistance with 
the planting of trees in the parish. Nevertheless, the letter did not 
prevent tree planting. Contact to be made with Mersey Forest/CWAC to 
see if they could assist. 

 Container – see minute below. 

 BT – Cllr Lee reported that BT was contacted and an engineer will 
come out to look at the broadband system at the Village Hall. 

 Raven Inn – no updates – Clerk was asked to contact the planners 
involved and ask them for an update. 

 Litter Bin – this will be installed on 23rd November 2021. 

 Website -  work is still ongoing. 

 Trail Hunting - confirmed that this had been banned on CWAC land. 
 

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman raised the following points: - 

 John Hignett – the Chairman confirmed that Mr Hignett had 
passed on – tributes were paid to him by the Council.  
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6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
There were no members of the public present. 
 

7. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
Members considered the following financial items.  

 
7.1 Ledger/Bank Reconciliation Statement (1.4.21-31.10.21) 

The ledger/bank reconciliation statement for the period 1st April 2021-31st 
October 2021 was presented to Members for note. 

 
7.2 Budget Monitoring Report/Receipts and Payments Summary (Quarter 

2 - 2021/22) (April-September 2021) 
The budget monitoring report/receipts and payments summary for quarter 
two of the 2021/22 financial year were noted by Members. 

 
7.3 Budget Setting 2022-23 

The Clerk presented a report on the setting of the budget for 2022-23. 
Members noted the contents and asked Finance Committee to consider 
the budget in more detail and bring it back to Council in January 2022 for a 
final decision. 
 

7.4 Authorisation of Payments 
Members approved the following payments. 
 
£307.40  Dr M Bailey (Clerk Pay - October/November 2021) 
£28.20  Shires Accountants (Payroll 2021/22 M3) 
£25.80  Shires Accountants (Payroll 2021/22 M6) 
£25.80  Shires Accountants (Payroll 2021/22 M7) 
£45.64  Dr M Bailey (Reimbursement – cost of website migration) 
£18.00  NMC (Newsletter) 
£120.84  R T Strachan (DVH – Floor Repair) 
£10.00  Cllr R Strachan (Reimbursement – light bulb DVH) 
£1,080.00  Mr Jim Ashley (Grounds Maintenance – DVH) 
£23.94  Chemex (DVH – Cleaning) 
£215.00  Safe Security Ltd (DVH) 
£7.98  Cllr R Strachan (Reimbursement – vacuum cleaner bags) 
£114.99  Cllr R Strachan (Reimbursement – vacuum cleaner DVH) 
 

RESOLVED: Members approved the above payments. 
 

8. FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Members APPROVED the minutes from the Finance Committee meetings 
held on 12th October 2021 and 4th November 2021.  
 

9. DARNHALL VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Members approved the minutes from the Darnhall Village Hall Management 
Committee meeting held on 23rd September 2021. 
 

10. PLANNING MATTERS 
The Parish Council considered planning matters affecting the parish. 
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10.1 Darnhall Neighbourhood Plan 
There were no further updates on the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
 10.2 Planning Applications – Darnhall Bridge update 

Paul Tudor – Bridges Manager at CWAC – attended the meeting 
to provide an update to Members.  
 
Mr Tudor outlined the existing position – the bridge has been kept 
open with the use of a single carriageway and temporary lights. 
The bridge is listed so Listed Building Consent had to be attained 
to undertake repair work.  
 
CWAC now has drawings of the area and has approached 
contractors to carry out the work. The aim is to start the work in 
February 2022 and complete before Christmas 2022. When this 
work is going on, the bridge will be closed to all but pedestrians 
and equestrian traffic. 
 
No exact date has yet been established for the work to start but 
CWAC is keen to work with the community and provide 
information where possible on what will be happening. It is likely 
that the bridge will be closed for around nine months and 
mitigations will be put in place to help with things like the Village 
Hall. These include walking/horses and also parking bays 
provided near the bridge.  
 
Members then made comments/asked questions of PT – including 
a wish to see better lighting in the area and also information on 
the exact start/end dates for the work.  
 
In addition, the impact on the Village Hall in terms of loss of 
income was raised, together with the impact on residents 
including the need for additional fuel to get to Winsford and other 
areas due to diversions. It was estimated that the official diversion 
would add nine miles to each journey. PT said that CWAC hoped 
to be able to assist as much as possible.  
 
PT said that the Parish Council may wish to apply for financial 
assistance during the time of closure such as business rates relief 
and it was suggested that a public meeting is held. It was agreed 
that a public meeting will take place on 11th January 2022 and PT 
will attend. PT will also provide literature and pictures on the 
scheme and further information will be included in the newsletter. 
The meeting will start at 8.30pm. 
 
PT said that he would get more information on trees which had 
been cut down in the area.  
 
The Chair thanked PT for attending. 
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11. COVID-19 UPDATES/GUIDANCE 
The Parish Council considered the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
the parish. 
 
11.1 Darnhall Village Hall – Updates 

It was confirmed that a watching brief was being kept on any 
developments. 

 
 11.2 Updates on COVID-19 in the Parish 

Notifications had been sent out for booster jabs and some schools 
were struggling due to absences.  

 
12. DARNHALL VILLAGE HALL 

Members considered items in relation to the Village Hall 
 

 Fundraising – a number of events had been held and money 
raised for the Hall. 

 Porch – it was reported that the light was not working. 

 Drain Cover – it was reported that the rodding point on the sceptic 
tank had been damaged – Cllr Strachan to investigate 

 Container – it was agreed to offer £500 for the container (provided 
that ownership could be proved) 
 

13. CLERK’S REPORT 
The interim Clerk’s report was noted. The following items were raised: - 
 

 It was confirmed that the subscription to Scribe had been 
cancelled 

 The Winsford Christmas Street Festival will be held on 26th 
November 2021. 

 The Police and Crime Commissioner had produced the Policing 
and Crime Plan and a copy had been sent to the Parish Council. 
 

14. SHARED INFORMATION 
The following items were shared by Members: - 
 

 Cllr Gaskill – mentioned that the Darnhall Exhibition Fund was 
looking for places to meet in the near future. 

 Cllr Gaskill – asked about the Darnhall Show – it will hopefully 
take place on the first Sunday in July 2022 
 

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Members agreed that the date of the next Parish Council meeting is 
Tuesday 18th January 2022 at 7.30pm (Darnhall Village Hall). 

 
Meeting closed at 9.30pm 


